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PRESIDENT‘'S PERSPECTIVE 


By John Pellet 
GREAT ATR GIVEAWAY 


At long last, its finally time. You don't have to listen 

to me hawk raffle tickets any more. I want to thank 

everyone out there holding one of those little red 
stubs. | 


And, as long as I‘m thanking people, special thanks to 
dohn McFarlen, President of SWP Microcomputer Products, 
inc., who caae up with the idea then graciously gave us 
the grand prize, along with ali of our other 
contributors. 


Speaking of prizes, the final list is as follows: 


ist - ATR®BOOO trom SWP Microcomputers, Inc. 

2nd - ioomracks from Quickview Systems. 

jrd - The New Aladdin, #2, from Disk Publications, Inc. 
4th - Infocom Adventure from Computer Discoveries. 

‘Sth - Buy 1, get 1 free coupon for the library. 


ATARIFEST 


After mentioning the possibility of a national Atari show 


here next year at the last couple of meetings, everyone 


seemed interested. §§ More importantly, someane 
volunteered. Bill Bailey is going to be heading up our 
etforts. And I'll try to get his to post status articles 
to the newsletter regularly. He can be reached on the ST 
BES almost daily or at the meetings. Or you can call me 
anytiae with ideas or comments. If I'm mad at the phone, 
the sachine will talk to you. Since Bill volunteered, 
i‘s going to let him runit. Other local groups will be 
| involved in planning as well, 


My understanding is that Atari is trying to set up about 
1 show each quarter, starting in the Fall. For each 
show, Atari will advance funding for costs associated 
with the show, and coordinate contacting and recruiting 


fiational participation from major players in the Atari- 


realm. Atari, itself, would be highly visible and 
represented. The users group would provide the manpower 
to setup and run the show. rogram, dates, and so forth 


would presumably be worked out amongst the interested = 
parties. Atari will send us details of the forerunners 


as available. Atari would expect that the programs and 
fees would be structured so that the show would at least 
break even. Any profits would be retained by the 
Sponsoring users group. 






I've suggested coordinating this with a normal User‘s 


Forum, with Atari-related activities on Thursday and 
Friday with classes, seminars, demos, and so forth. for a 
fee. Maybe tiered for members? Then a public demo rooa, 
like Exhibit Hall A, open to Forum attendees at no charge 
on Saturday. Based on conversations so far, May or June 
looks like the preferred times. | 


In any case, you'll hear gore as details develop. 
6000 IDEAS BEAR FRUIT 


In response to those letters y'all helped stuff, we ve 
received the following software for review. For the ST: 


‘BOS demonstration disk from BOS National, Inc. 


SOLAPAK 1.1 from Solar Powered Software 
For the G-bit machines: 


SCREENS windowing software from The Soft Cellar 
SOUND MOUSE from Sound Soft, Inc. 

CIRCUIT DATABASE II from Eifin Magic Co. 

SUPER 3D PLOTTER II from Elfin Magic Co. 

MORE GRAPHICS for Printshop from Pierstortf 
ACTION GAMES! from EZUSE Software 

HOME INVENTORY from EZUSE Software 

QUIZMASTER CONSTRUCTION SET from EZUSE Software 
VEHICLE EXPENSE from EZUSE Software 


We need reviewers for each of these. If you are willing 


to write it up for the newsletter, please see Jim about 


borrowing the review copy. Based on the letters we ve 
received, more software is on its way! | 


Disk Library News 


deff has decided that maintaining both disk libraries is 
too much effort (Besides, I think he likes the 8-bit 
better). So we have a new ST librarian, Larry Dineen. 
Expect even more great things from each library. 
Including at least a partial return to the vending area. 
Stay tuned for details. 


THANKS! 


That's about it for this gonth. In September we're back 
to the second Saturday,.so I‘ll see you on the 13th. Be 
sure to come because we plan to announce some of our 
special plans for the Christmas season. 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY YOURS 
JOHN PELLET 
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DALLAS COMPUTER COUNCIL NEWS 
July 28, 1986 Meeting 
By John Pellet 


The Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation were still at 
the lawyer's so the Signing party was delayed for yet 
another month. It looks like the end is in sight, and 
if no major problems are found by the lawyer, we should 
finally complete this at the August OCC meeting. 


DCC and the Texas Computer Education Association have 
agreed to a memorandum of understanding and are planning 
a joint meeting in NOVEMBER! They will have vendors 
specializing in computers in education, plus the 200 or 
so attendees for TCEA will be attending SI6 aeetings 
they are interested in, especially those relating to 
education. 


OCC filled up ALL available rooms at Infomart at the 
noon time sict. Of the 24 rooms available, Apple Core 
has 4, NT PC UG has 6, they use 1 jointly, and DALTRUG 
has 3. All clubs were asked to consider their rooa 
utilization at noon and the major room users have been 
directed to reduce by at least i the number of rooms 
they use at noon, All other times are auch less 
crowded. The first runner-up is 1 PM, where 18 rooas 
were used in July. 


At the August User's Forum there will be a BRS SYSOP 
aeeting at 9% AM, This should be of special interest, 
obviously, to bulletin board system operators. SYSOPS 
for any BBS, in addition to those sponsored by 
affiliates are encouraged to attend. 


Also at the August Forum, there will be a meeting for 
all newsletter editors, at 2 PM. The primary purpose of 
both of these meetings are to establish an information 
exchange among the affiliate users groups. 


Fred Driscoll was elected as a Director representing 
DALTRUG. His knowledge and expertise, as well as 
enthusiasa, will be appreciated. 


DCC is investigating installing a phone line with 
answering smachine to try to answer general questions on 
Council activities, plus give the current schedule, to 
increase awareness for abnormal circumstances, like 
meeting on the fourth Saturday in July, or changing the 
policy on ainors. 


The new foras for children at Informart should be filled 
out by the escorting adult EACH NONTH when entering 
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Infomart. These forms simply identify s@inors in the 
building. Blank forms are available at any kiosk or 
booth near the front doors. Please cooperate and fill 
these out. Infomart has been sufficiently concerned 
about problems with unruly or unsafe behavior that they 
have said we (DCC) aust eliminate it if we wish to 
continue using their facilities. 


The DCC President has created an Executive Coamittee to 
advise hia, to meet bimonthly. Members are all DCC 
officers plus J. Pellet and J. Barrett. If you have 
ideas that will iaprove the Forums, please pass them along 
one of those above, to your representatives, or any other 
Coucil member. (DCC officers are: Pres.: G. Sewell; VP: 
fH, Kauth: Sec.: L. Guiony Treas.: E. Kobus) 


NEW ST DISKS 


The following are new ST library disks this aonth: 


#27: ST-WRITER ver. 1.87. Fully debugged with complete 
— documentation and several printer configuration 
files, 


#28) ST DESK ACCESSORIES. Including pallete, crabs, 
calendar, clock, dirprint, snapshot, ttool, tipsi, 
etc. 


#29; TINY COLOR SLIDES. 28 great new pictures in 
cospressed format, with compressor, viewer, and 
docugentation,. 


#39; MORE TINY COLOR SLIDES. As above but with different 
pictures. 


#3 


— 


: ST TERMINAL DISK. S new coepiled tersinal prograas, 
including MODEM? for the ST. 


#32: DIRECTORY OF ATARI USER GROUPS. In ST-Writer, 
dBaan, H&DBase, and Zoomracks foreats, organized by 
state then city. In 2 coluan aode, ST-Writer 
printout is 27+ pages. 


sth: 
Cal 
a4 


> INSOFT magazine, August issue. 
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BOARD ACTIONS 





The following actions were taken at the August 2 Board 
meeting. 


The final prize list for the Great ATR Giveaway was 
approved. A total of if prizes are going to be given 
away. 


The ST library will now be run by Larry Dineen. 7 
library disks will be available downstairs in the vendor 
area from about 9:38 - {1 AN. Vendor area garage sales 
will be open similarly. isk cost will be $4 in the 
yendor area. Hoth libraries will continue to be 
available to members in the main meeting, starting at 
about {1 AM, for only §3 per disk. This will give 
non-members a better opportunity to buy from us but 
still let members get the best possible price at the 
meeting, 


The following policy was adapted, to try and let 
everyone know when they’re membership expires in plenty 
af time ta renew, without having the other club members 
pay for sending them a newsletter after they’ ve expired. 
For two months before expiration date, the newsletter 
tabels for those about to expire will be a different 


1a 

colar, and will be on a separate jist. So if your labei 
isn’t on the gain list this aonth, check the "IT’S TIME 
TG RENEW" list, 


Plans are being made to open the a-bit to the general 
public, With this plan, it is necessary to re-emphasize 
that the 37 BES is apen ONLY to dues paying members plus 
a single area for Aladdin users. We will make sure club 
members still have reasonable access to a BBS with the 
increased visibility cf a public BBS, 


The board has noticed that some non-members have been 
chowing up every month, picking up a copy of the 
newsletter and so forth, without ever paying dues. This 
means that embers have been supporting these thea. 
From now an, the newsletter will cost non-members a buck 
($1), Back issues will continue to be available at no 
cost to all. 


An Atarifest committee has been appointed consisting of 
Bill Bailey, John Pellet, & Jim Chaney. Look for 
articles in the coming months about news on the fair 
front. 


The board is looking for people interested in putting 
together a foys for Tots event this year. Also, it’s 
tige to start thinking about officers. If you can help, 
or want to suggest someone else (hopefully with their 
knowledge). 





I got this poems from a Virginia Atarian on amy 
travels last gonth. JI really enjoyed it'...dLP) 


ODE TO A COMPUTER 
By John T. Ellis 


I Think that 1 shall never see 

a computer that’s “USER FRIENDLY" to ae, 
Can t we keep it sieple, please. 

I just don’t dig computerese. 


Ali IT want is a tool that rites, 

Why aust I learn about BITS and BYTES? 
Or BAUDS or POKES or C.P.ULSs 

cr BASIC or PIXELS or MAIN MENUS? 


Why do they cali it a C.R.T.? 

Tt looks like a small T¥ to ae, 

And [ hope I never get the urge 

to become involved sith a DATA BASE MERGE. 


Although I understand MNEMGNICS, 

why must 1 learn about CENTRONICS? 

I know the meaning of PARAMETER, 

hut what, pray tell, is a DELIMITER? 


And why should my computer PEEK? 

It might as well speak to ae in Greek, 

It's hard te establish communication 

With a machine that speaks of CONCATENATION. 


What do I do when my BUFFER is FULL? 
Hho PACKED my TEXT and removed my NULL? 
And | honestly don't give a hoot 

if it finds an ERROR in ay BOOT. 


SINGLE D or DOUBLE D, 

what do I care? My sector 15 FREE. 
And if I saw a DATA BASE STRING, 

I wouldn't recognize the thing. 


I guess my MODEM is out of mode, 

so I'll ESCAFE TO MENU and shift to LOAD, 
And if my MEMORY is ROM or RAM, 

well, frankiy, 1 don’t give a DAM! 
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Itea: ST file manipulation with the RIGHT aouse button 


The right aouse button has a very useful if completely 
undocuaented function in GEM. If you want to do 
something (anything) with a file in a background 
(non-active) window, all the documentation says you aust 
click on the window you want to use. NOT SO! Sieply 
hold down the right button while clicking normally with 
the left. You can drag file or show info about files in 
any window, not just the one you're clicked on. 
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EPSON FX-85 PRINTER 
Reviewed by John Fellet 


The epson FX-B9 1s the current model in the famous NX-80 
ling, In maintains the pluses of, and wide 
compatibility with its predecessors, and adds many new 
features, 


Probably the ajor advantage af the FY-8) is its 
compatability with earlier Epson models. In text or 
graphics modes, it is fully an extension of the justly 
famous Mi-8) line. This meane that almost every piece 
of software ever written will run with it. 


e Fi-ES is very fast when compared to competing and 
r Is is is patially due to the Larger 
utter, an gE mutter substantiaily speeds throughput 
compared to the cider in ae of the Ai series, 
Another factor is t the time required tor linefeeds 
es speed. The FX-85 is 
per second and while this rating 
is much quicker than ay 
}, which was itself faster 


ox 


The #e buffer sot only increases throughput, but means 
vou can dump a couple of pages of text at machine 
speeds, without waiting, And, presuming your machine 
can generate thea fast enough, graphics operations are 
iso aided by the butter. 


If you've never had a printer, you 1] a the manual 
and documentation. I¢ ea is not your first printer, | 
think vou'll Jove the documentation. It 1s explicit, 
brief, and clear, but at the same time, full of examples 
and descriptions, with a fuli index. & complete quick 
reference card is alse included. 


The Fi-8S a6 the first Epson “medium-priced” printer 
with "Near Letter Quality." The NLG@ font is only 
available at iG cpr. Many similarly priced printers now 
offer NLG, but the FX-85 uses an enhanced character 
st bears little resemblance to the normal dot 
matrix printer output, 


és an added bonus, the FX-BS has a graphics versatility 
i've mot seen in any comparable printer. The F¥-85 has 
ny graphics modes, ranging from 60 to 240 dots per 
RC mith a specific escape code calling each one. The 
Bo pereyts the waa ta eo the escape codes 
560 If you have a 
pLECe ss ee ‘that calls, for example, a 120 dpi 
made, with the FI-85 you can reroute this to any of the 
other modes. This changes the aspect ratio and density 
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of the finished graphic. This feature adds versatility 
to your existing software library. 


While not important to me, the FX-B5 can also fully and 
completely emulate the IBM printer codes, characters, and 
graphics, 


bs a final plus, Epson has a hard-earned reputation for 
quality and reliability that other manufacturers envy. 


But any product has areas where improveaent is possible. 
In general, dot matrix printers are noisy. The Fx-85 is 
definitely NOT an exception to the rule. 


Every Epson I've seen suffers from poor quality in the 
draft ode, plus a tendency toward gray, rather than 
black text. The FY-85 is also not different in this 
respect, 


NLQ ois only available at 12 cpi. Most business 
correspondence, in my experience, is normally i2 coi. If 
only one pitch were going to be supported, I think the 
picked the wrong one. But competitive printers sutter 
the same flaw, 


One of the major failings of the FX-85 is that true 
tractor feed is not a standard. The basic printer is 
supplied with pin feed and friction feed only. fractor 
feed is a well-integrated, inexpensive option. If you 


plan to print labels or post cards, you'll need it: 


And, finally, price. The Epson FX-85 seeas to be priced 
at about $59 to $100 above many of its coapetitors. When 
you add in the extra cost of tractor feed, the difference 
can be significant. 


the FY-85 offers advantages and 
disadvantages. You aust decide if its particular pluses 
are what you need. I’ve had mine for almost a year and 
certainly never regreted the purchase. 


In Summary, 


The Epson Fx-85 is available from several local dealers 
for under $400. 





GBMAN: a relational database for the ST 
Reviewed by Tim Ekdoa 
Downloaded from Compuserve W.U.N. 
dBMAN is an Atari translation of a dBase [Il-like 


database programs on the IBM PC, published by VersaSoft. 
dBMAN is not an exact clone of dBase II], but if you are 


familiar with dBase II], you should be able to juap 


right into dBMAN with no problems. Many of its commands 
and syntax are identical and its capabilities are 
Similar. 


For those not familiar with dBase III, dBMAN is a 
relational database. This means multiple databases may 
be in use at the same time and information in one 
database may be linked to information in another 
database. ‘Of course, it can also be used for simple 
"index file" databases.) dBMAN is a totally 
command-driven system. It has no menus. This means you 
enter commands interactively, just like BASIC. This is 
sore of a challenge for the new user, but ultiaately 
Gravides much more power and flexibility. In dBRAN's 
interactive mode, the top five lines of the screen are 
reserved for your commands, system messages, and 
controi-key prompts. The rest of the screen is reserved 
for data display. This is auch nicer than dBase III's 
scrolling dot prompt. The prompt iine displays a 
seiection of the appropriate control keys to press, 
depending on the current operation. You can write your 
Gun custom application programs by entering commands and 
functions from dBMAN’s programaing language into a 
command file which dBMAN executes just jike BASIC. 
These command files can be debugged and edited 
interactively, after a fashion, though not so easily as 
BASIC. Command files can be run by just entering the 
nage of the file at the TOS-Takes-Parameters dialog box. 
(Or don't enter anything ta just start dBMAN.) Although 
dBMAN uses its own format for its database files, in can 
export to and import from text files in either fixed 
length or delimited formats. 


I have not used dBMAN with any large databases, so 
cannot report with authority on its perforaance. 

Sorting does appear to be slow; probably because it 
sorts by writing the sorted data to a new file. This 
would be much faster on a hard disk. Also, if you 
maintain a large database that has frequent adds, 
changes, and deletes, you'd probably be better setting 
up an index file so you don't have to sort the whole 
database. Indexing is much faster. With regard to 
comsand files, dBMAN’s perforaance appears to be roughly 
on a par with BASIC. DO procedures have to be in 
separate command files, slowing things down as the 


procedure file is read. This, too, would work better 
with a hard disk. 


There are a few quirks. The only thing I've found that 
may be an outright bug happens only when using the 
monochrome monitor. At tises, parts of the control-key 
proapt line disappear and can only be restored by 
re-booting. This seems to be a tiaing problem between 
pressing certains keys in rapid sequence while that 
portion of the screen is being re-drawn. In any case, 
it's only annoying and doesn't affect operation. Another 
problem involves syntax errors in IF/ENDIF statements in 
command files. If there is a syntax error in a statement 
within the IF/ENDIF, the interpreter seems to get lost 
and gets stuck in an error message loop. If the outside 
ENDIF is missing, it crashes. Also, if you are 
single-stepping through a command file in debugging node, 
IF statements don't branch properly. Finally, dBMAN will 
not work with a RAM disk installed. If one is, you get 
kicked back to the desktop. dBMAN likes to use a lot of 
memory. You aust have TOS is ROM. You may have liaits 
on how large your desk accessories can be. (Sorry, you 
can't use thee from withing dBMAN. This is not a GEM 
application.) 


dBMAN is probably the acst powerful and flexible database 
available for the ST today. (There is another dBase I1] 
clone advertised - Holmes and Duckworth Base, but word on 
CompuServe is that Mirage Concepts has gone out af 
business.) dBMAN does need study and practice to become 
pasy touse. VersaSoft provides support, but asks for a 
fee of $25. The program disk is not copy-protected. The 
license agreement peraits five copies to be used on a 
single computer. Qn-iine help messages and com@and-key 
Suamaries are available with the appropriate files on 
disk. The manual is thick, but has to cover so auch 
ground that it is somewhat cryptic. (] needed to buy a 
dBase II! book to figure out how to create a report 
format file.) The tutorial in the manual covers only the 
simplest operations. {There is a disk tutorial that 
covers roughly the same ground.) But for the price, $150 
list, it compares point for point with $500 programs on 
the IBM PC. 


HE Next Meeting — ttt 
Het Saturday, itt 
HAE September 13th ta 
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The Comouiter Handadavmnanm 
by J. FPazienza 


Does your stack of printer feed paper twist it’s way thru a maze to aet to your printer? Does it require the 
dexterity of a carnival rubber san to chanoe your paper? Well your troubles wil] be a thing of the past after 
you’ve constructed this simple and inexpensive front loading printer stand. Sisply purchase a7 \/l6x 14x 9 1/4 
*Storacesate’ modular plastic storage bin and cut out the back side webbing as shown. Turn it upside down and 
presto an instant front loading printer stand for 2 to 4 dollars. The sage unit can also be used as a low cost 
sonitor stand for a 13 inch or smaller TV depending on the wexoht. 





Turn over 


The following is areprint from the September, 1985 issue of 
‘Feedback’, Adelaide Atari Computer Club, South Australia. 


What Kind of member are you? 


Are you an active menber, 
the kind that would be missed? 
Or are you just contented 
that your name is on the list? 
Do you attend the meetings 
and mingle with the flock 
Or do you stay at hone 
then criticize and Knock? 

Do you take an active part 
to help the work along? 
or are you satisfied 
to only just belong? 
Think this over member, 
you Know what’s right from wrong. 
Are you an active menber 
or do you just belong? 
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DETACHED KEYBOARD FOR THE ST 





By Larry Dineen 


I have built a detached keyboard for the ST' It uses the 
original ST keyboard, original keyboard top cover 
(bearing the Atari S28ST logo), and a few (new, but 
surplus) parts. Hardly any electronics experience needed 
for this project. Most of it depends on how well you can 
construct an enclosure for the keyboard. 


To me, the whole thing looks auch classier: the 
plexiglass 1 bought was dark satin brown, and it 
contrasts perfectly with the STs native color. 


So far, it has been in daily use for about 5 weeks 
without any problems. The coiled chord from the keyboard 
plugs into the “sain® box, the mouse {and the joystick, 
when we have some need for it) plug(s) into the keyboard 
housing. If need be, 1% can be reassembled into the way 
it originally was, except for the saw cut aade along the 
deep grcove you find running along the entire width above 
the function keys and the 32857 logo. 


CONNECTIONS 


The keyboard plugs into the main board using an 18-pin 
connector (Jiz). 


These pins are numbered { through 18, one starting at the 
bottoa (closest to the keyboard). Only five of these 
need go to the board: of the remaining {3 pins, one is a 
keyway ("pin" 2 which is absent), pin {8 is unconnected, 
and eleven send/receive signals from the aouse/ joystick 


ports: 


Mouse Ji2 Joystick Ji? 
Up/XB i2 soup i 7 
dn/xR 92 ig = dn 2 3 
tiVA = 3 7 left 3 4 
rt/YEB 4 B right 4 3 
eee u N/C = reservd 5 17. 
fire/lt 4 iis fire § é 
+5V 7 130 +5V 7 13 
ground 8 1 qround 8 1 
fire/rt 9 6 --. 9 N/C 


The ain reasons I soved the D8-9s to the keyboard were: 
(i) I could not find a coiled chord with 16 conductors (1 
can’t stand external ribbon cables) and (11) I felt the 
mouse and keyboard should be clase. 





PAeGceE - 


diz 
16 reset {generated on the main board) 
15 Tx Data (of U2i 6858 ACIA) 
14 Ry Data (of U21 6858 ACTA) 
13 +5V 
1 ground 


Parts List 
coiled chord of sufficient length, sin 5 conductors 
a- or 6-pin DIN socket and plug 

2 DB-9s 

{1 18-pin for 718) plug @.lin pin separation 

i {8-pin socket (can use up to 7#-pin socket) 
and some scrap plexiglass sheets. 


CONSTRUCTION 


Nost of it 15 this “box” making with a few solder 
connections as indicated above. To instruct how to do 
the construction is so tedious that I aa going to suggest 
the very obvious: Open up your ST, and carefully examine 
it until you discover your own way of doing it. Twe 
cautionary remarks, however: the plexiglass enclosure 
should be constructed with precision. Ny wood working 
iaprecision made me ruin a couple of panels before I got 
everything accurate to within a aillimeter' And the edges 
should be real straight. Underneath the keyboard are a 
few chips} ake sure you allow for them and do not make 
the keyboard rest physically on these. 


Have fun! 


SUPPORT DAL-ACE, 
VOLUNTEER!!! i 0 tt 
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The ist Name In Atari ST Line Software. 
Custom Software Designed to your Needs. 
We Are Authorized Dealers For Hippopotamus Software Inc,. 


We Carry: 
item No. + Description ‘ Ed Ware : Retail 
Bpsaaes Hippo Vision B/W Video Digitizer..... $115.00 9 #129, 95 
Seeeeese Hippo Sound Digitizer (N/A).......... $115.00 Sle eo 
Seeeee- Hippo Word (Merge Pictures & Text)... $69.95 Se 
2 oe Hippo Concept (Concept Processor).... 649.95 Pinas 
Seeeeese SOftworks Basic (Compiler)... ..2n0es $45.00 era emer oe 
6....:. Ed Ware Simple Base (Data Base)...... $15.00 cea 
ype ag ae Atari S20ST Color Monitor & SSDD..... $750.00 Sree 
= fee ee Custom Software (Depends on Needs)... Call 
cc oe ee Hippo Vision Color Digitizer........:. Comming Soon 
10..... Silent Service (Microprose).........- $39.95 RA 
For Additional Information on above of Products ! Call 


Any Time Between 8:00 AM and 8:00 PM Central Time At: 
1—-(214)-398-8591 
Make Checks Payable To : Ed Ware 
Address: 
946 Hillburn Dr. 
Dallas, Tx 73217 
Our Motto is:" If we can bring you a Quality Product at a low 
price we are Aaland 
All Software Updates Come from Us ( Not the Manufacturer) 
to save you time and trouble!!! 


Thank You For Ordering From Ed Ware 
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A-CALC: a GEM spreadsheet for the ST 
Reviewed by Tim Ekdos 
Downloaded from Compuserve W.U.N. 


A-Calc is a light-duty spreadsheet imported from England 
and published by Antic Publishing. A-Caic does not have 
macros or report-generating capabilities and its size is 
rather smali, but it does have a very nice and thorough 
isplementation of the SEM user interface. Its maximum 
ize is diz cells high by 254 cells wide. Each cell 
takes a minimum af if bytes of memory. 


When you first run A-Calc, you are presented with a 
window open ta an empty spreadsheet and several icons on 
the desktop. You can begin entering data and formulas 
into the new spreadsheet by pointing and clicking on the 
desired ceils. Each time you begin typing in a cell, an 
egit window opens. You select whether your entry is a 
formula, a value, or text. The edit window can be a 
iittle annoying if it happens to cpen up right aver the 
part of the spreadsheet you're working in. You have to 
take a couple seconds te drag it to a different 
location. Celis can be duplicated across rows or down 
columns by pointing, clicking, and draqging. A dialog 
box opens to ask the range of the desired duplication 
and whether formula cell references need ta be adjusted. 
Rows, columns, and cells can be easily inserted or 
deleted and coluan widths can be adjusted just by 
dragging. A group of cells can be treated as a block. 
Fainting and clicking on a cell shows you its contents. 


Spreadsheets can be loaded either by menu or by dragging 
the disk icon over the spreadsheet icon. My personal 
“cpinion is that the icons are redundant, since they 
don t perform any aperations that aren't included in the 
menus. However, they really don't get in the way. 
A-Calc uses its own format for spreadsheet files, but it 
can load and save files in DIF format. 


In addition to a full complement of math operators and 
functions, f-Calc has several additional features. 
"Switches" such as display of cell status, cell 
protection, automatic recalculation, numerical display, 
text display, etc. can be reset under the “Options 
menu. A "Split" option opens up a second window. This 
is handy for displaying row labels in one window while 
scrolling across the spreadsheet in the other window. A 
“View option selects a smaller character font and 
displays more of the spreadsheet in the open window. 
Strangely, with this option selected, it displays aore 
with the medium resolution color monitor in use than 
with this option on the aonochrome aonitor. 
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Printing capabilities are limited to printing the 
spreadsheet and the formulas in the cells. Sideways 
printing is not supported, so if the spreadsheet width 
exceeds printer width, the remainder is printed on the 
next page. You can alter the printer configuration file 
to print in condensed mode to get more of the sheet on 
one page. Also, you can create your own printer 
configuration file for non-supported printers if you know 
the appropriate control codes. There is a sub-prograa 
which creates/edits the configuration file. 


In summary, f-Calc works well within its lisited 
capabilities. I could not get the program to crash once. 
It appears to have been well thought out and evidences 
craftsmanship in its programming. If you need a 
light-duty spreadsheet and enjoy working with the GEM 
interface, you will probably be pleased with A-Calc, 
There is ne tutorial program and the docuaentation is 
quite sparse, but you don't really need such for a GEM 
program. There is no explanation of error messages, and 
I did get one, but eventually figured cut on ay own that 
I needed to increase the cell width for my long foraula. 
Tf you already know a little about spreadsheets, A-Caic 
1s easy to get up and running without getting bogged down 
in the documentation. The program disk is not 
copy-pratected. 


JERE HEB EHH BEBE 
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Mini Review of EXPRESS 183 Version 2.1 
By Ron Hunter 





Well, I said I would review Express 1938. So here it is. 


There are many things which a good tera@inal program must 
be and many things which it must not be. Express has 
most ct the goad and littie or none of the bad. 


Express 1838 was written by Keith Ledbetter of the 
Greater Richmond Atari Support Group (GRASP) and 
generously contributed to the Public Domain. In the 
beginning, it can be loaded from 60S MENU or as an 
AUTORUN. SYS file. Tt contains its own 85-232 driver 
program. Express 1g3¢ YzZ.1 contains the driver from the 
XM38i package. {his driver corrects some of the problems 
of the driver in the 1839 ROM. The program loads, allows 
the user to configure it as to color, default disk drive, 
redial time, translation, duplex mode, tone/pulse 
dialing, and left margin. All of these settings can be 
saved if a configuration file and will load 
automatically, Complete DOS functions, directory, 
rename, delete, copy, lock, unlock, view file, and print 
are supported from the main menu which 15 available at 
any time by pressing SELECT. The program works well with 
MYDOS and a {92K RAMDISK as well as Atari 00S 2.9 and 
zed. There is a buffer of about 4K which can be loaded, 
saved, viewed, or uploaded or deleted. 


There is an autodial list aenu. 
diai, redial, dial a group of marked entries, add 
entries, edit entries, delete entries, view entries, and 
save or load lists. Each entry can contain a name such 
as DAL-ACE I, a phone number, with automatic dialing of 
long distance access codes, three macros usually used for 
lagen passwords, a time to wait for connection before 
redialing, and an indicator of ASCII or ATASCI! 
translation ode. The pragram will load a list if it is 
named PHONE.LST. Any number of lists may be saved on 
disk and loaded from the autodial menu. 


From this menu, you can 


Express 1938 has a display at the top of the screen which 
indicates the time online, the translation mode, and the 
butfer information. 


Express 16 written in ACTION! and compiled. It is very 
fast and sooth. The program supports upload and 
downicad in both XON/XOFF and Xacdea iAmodem). I have 
had very little trouble uploading or downloading froa 
local bulletin boards, STARTEXT, or GEnie. I was not 
able to downlcad from BYTE Listings because they do not 
stop sending when the buffer fills and aust be written 
out. 
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Now for the few shortcomings. Express does not have word 
wrap. It does not fine scroll. The view file operation 
is hard to use. The buffer is seal]. It does not have 
an input edit feature (useful on CompuServe and GEnie for 
conferencing). 


In summary, Express 1838 V2.1 is not the perfect terainal 
program but is the closest thing to that ideal I have 
found. It is fast, smooth, convenient, and friendly. | 
have Amodem 7.2 on the other side of the same disk but 
almost never use it. If the program would do word wrap 
and had an input editor, I would not even want for 
anything else. On a scale of 1-18, I give it an 8.5. 


Hometera Mini-review 
by Bill Sheppard 


Hometera, published by Batteries Included as part of the 
Homenak series, seems to be one of those pieces of 
software which you either love or hate. It isa 
full-featured terminal program, compatible with any 
Atari-made odes, any modem using the 858 interface, and 
the NPP modems when used with a public domain driver 
available on DAL-ACE and elsewhere. 


Hometerm works well with both local BBS’s and national 
on-line services. It has a limited vidtex option for use 
with Coapuserve, and uses standard Xaodem (as opposed to 
Amodea-style Xmodem, which will not work with some 
national and non-Atari boards.) It requires 48K, and is 
not copy-protected, allowing it to be customized with 
another public domain file, also available on DAL-ACE. 
Customization consists aainly of character font, colors, 
and several technical parameters needed by certain 
boards. 





Some features present in Homseterm not often found in The major dislikes I have with Hometer@ are its small 
public domain ter@inals include: buffer (must write to disk after each 7228 bytes, and I’s 
told is limited to 295 sector downloads with Xsodea), 
Word wrap. Rather than breaking a word between two inability to dial when used with MPP modems, and lack of 
lines, Hometerm will move the whole word to the next a screen save (although Searterminal is the only tersinal 
line, Similar to how a word processor operates. software I’ve seen with this feature.) I’m told that 
| there is an undocumented joystick ability but I have not 
Edit window. When using CB on Compuserve, or Partyline experimented with this. 
on Peoplelink, you can have a Separate window open where 
you can type your response, edit it to make sure it’s In summary, 
correct, and then upon pressing RETURN, Hometerm will 
send the entire message. 


Hometerm 15 a well-written, full-featured 
terminal program for use with all popular Atari sodeas. 
However, unless using an on-line service which does not 
work well with public domain programs, there really isn’t 
enough reason to justify the $34.95 expense when there 
are many free full-featured terminal programs available 
(although for your money you will also receive a very 
adequate word processor and a questionable database 
manager}. 


Macros. Hometerm will allow up to ten macros per file, 
which can do the entire log-on sequence, including 
dialing and pauses. 


Uther features include dialing functions on Atari 
Blo/1M3H/XN3581 modems, elapsed time clock, all disk 
functions including copy file, and double-density 
operation ithe only double-density DOS I’ve been able to 
use has been SpartaQds. ) 





Don't leave your 

equipment exposed 
to dangerous 

dust and spills. 





OUR COVERS ARE MADE OF BROWN “#NAUGAHYDE watcu ts 
FASY TO CLEAN AND STATIC-RESISTANT TO PROTECT YOUR 
EQUIPMENT AND YOURSELF FROM UNPLEASANT AND DAMAGING SHOCKS. 


JN ATARI S23. 3g | cassis 





40147 520ST Computer 10.60 
20017 CX 2600 $7.99 40157 SF354 Disk Drive 9.99 
20027 5200 7-99 40167 SF354 D.D.(Stacked) 11.20 PROTECTIVE COVER 
40017 400 Computer 7°99 40177 SC1224 Monitor 17.50 
40027 410 Recorder 7-99 40187. S124 Monitor 17.50 
40037 800 Computer 7-99 40907 600XL System Pack 17.20 
40047 810 Disk Drive 7.99 (GO0OXL & 1010) 
40057 1200XL Computer 7.99 40917 800XL System Pack 15.99 
40067 825 Printer 7.99 (800XL & 1050) 
40077 1010 Recorder 7-99 40927 520ST System Pack 39.99 
ee rae Printer 799 : Fae 354 aaa 
0097 OOOXL Computer 7.99 1224 Mon.& Mouse 
40107 1050 Disk Drive 7.99 40937 65XE Computer 9.50 — hah gchar 
40117 800XL Computer 7.99 40947 1040ST Computer 11.99 oe eens 
ee 7) 
REPATRS AND DOWN-TIME WASTE YOUR VALUABLE TIME AND MONEY!! (801) 377-2272 
Please add $3.00 freight and handling and x» Mention this ad and receive ,, 


order now by check,money order, or C.0.D. 10% off! 
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DIRECTORY of TEXAS ATARI COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS 


ATARI FEDERATION USER GROUP 
C/O Computer Stop, 3421 5. 15¢t 
Abilene, TX 79405 

Meetings: 2nd SAT 


NORTH TEXAS ATARI COMPUTER TEAM 
P.G. Hox 170911 

Arlington, TX 7016 

Meetings: ist SUN 12:30PM 


AUSTIN ACE 
8207 Briarwood Lane 
Austin, TX 78758 


GOLDEN TRIANGLE A.U.6. 
vez Pain 
Heaumont, TX 77705 


HEART OF TEXAS ATARI INFO RESOURCE 
P.0. Box 131 
Chilton, TX 74632 


BRAZOS COUNTY ATARI USERS’ SOCIETY 
izig S. Dexter dr. 

College Station, TX 77840 
Meetings: lst WED 7PM 


COMPUTERS ARE FOR EVERYONE 
12302 Musket Trail 
Lypress, TX 77429 
Meetings: 3rd THURS, 7:30PM 


ATARI ST USER GROUP 
940 Hiliburn Or 
Dallas, TY 75217 


SUN METRO A.U.G. 
Po Abox 370525 
El Paso, TX 79937 


THE "A" TEAM 
4020 Blue Flag Lane 
Fe, Worth, [% 76137 


W.ALULE. 


22 Cherrybank 
Houston, TX 77079 


HOUSTON ACE 
P.0. Box $62 
Katy, TX 77449 


as of JULY 1986 


LUBBOCK ATARI COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS 
4501 61St St 
Lubbock, TX 79414 


MIDLAND MICROCOMPUTER ASSOCIATION 
4400 Huable Ave 
Midland, TX 79703 


PASADENA ATARI COMPUTER CLUB 
3312 Hays 
Pasadena, TX 77053 


DAL-ACE 

P.O. Box 851872 
Richardson, TX 75085-1872 
Meetings: 2nd SAT NOON 


SAN ANGELO ACE 
2315 Greenwood dr 
San Angelo, 1X 769i 


ALAMO AREA ATARI USERS’ ASSOCIATION 
3203 Coral Grove Drive 
San Antonio, TX 78247 


SAN MARCOS ATARI COMPUTER CLUB 
113.N. Johnson Avenue 
San Marcos, T% 78664 


10 PM (PROGRAMMING MASTERS) 
P.O. Box 92924 
Southlake, TX 76092 


TEMPLE ACE 

3202 Las Cruces Drive 
Teaple, TX 76502 
Meetings: Ist TUES 7:30PM 


WOODLANDS ATARI COMP. ORG. 
47 Wedgewood Torest Dr 
The Woodlands, TX 7738! 


RANDOLF AREA ATARI USERS’ GROUP 
P.0. Box 2611 
Universal City, TX 78148 


HEART OF TEXAS ACE 
81005-2 Travis Ave 
West Fort Wood, TX 76544 
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faces Steamons. Guests are WELCOME'! 





EDITORIAL STAFF 


Editor: Dave Gillen 931-6958 
Production Manager: Jeff Golden 202-3268 
Production Crew: Frank Corlett 

Susan Henderson 

Steve Markley 
Distribution Manager: Roger Markley 231-6918 


Steve Markley 

Cathy Barros 

David Miller 

dames & Rachael Duke 
Don Adams 358-2286 


Distribution Crew: 


Advertising Manager: 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 


Subeissions are WELCOME in ANY form. It is extremely 
helpful if all submissions conform to this format: 

Condensed print (14 to 17 CPI). 

Column width of 56 characters (3 7/16 inches). 

Page length of 9 inches (34 lines @ 6 LPI). 

Right and left margins justified for text. 
All submissions should be given to one of the staff above 
or brought to the production meeting both printed out and 
on a DOS or TOS disk. 


DAL-ACE CALENDAR 
Here is the current schedule of upcoming DAL-ACE events. 
Saturday, August 3¥ 
Saturday, September {3 


Saturday, Septeaber 27 
Saturday, October ii 


Newsletter Production Mtg 
Main Meeting 
Newsletter Production Mtg 
Hain Meeting 


Newsletter production meetings are usually held at { PH 
on the Saturday two weeks before the regular meeting date 
at Jia Chaney’s house, 716 £. Berkley in Richardson. 


Main Meeting dates that are aore than 98 days ahead of 
time are tentative. 
-change the dates, so check the newsletter for the latest 
schedule. | 


INFOMART DIRECTIONS 


From north Dailas, take either Stemmons (I-35E) or the 
Dallas North Tollway SOUTH. From Stemmons, take the Oak 
Lawn exit, turn east (left) and park at Infomart, on the 
left just after you go under Stemmons. 
Hines to Qak Lawn and turn right. Infomart will be on 
your right. 
follow above. Infomart is the big white steel and glass 
building south of the other ‘marts. The main entrance 


The Infomart reserves the right to 


Tf you’re using 
the tollway, exit right on Wycliff, go left on Harry | 


From the south, take Stemmons north then § judge of any product or advice presented. 0J6 


##*# MEETING INFORMATION AND AGENDA ### 


19: @@ - 18°38 NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE SI6 
11°98 - 12:88 CLUB SALES | 
11:86 - 11°38 NEW ATARI USERS 
11238 - 12:88 MEMBERSHIP SIGNUP & 
NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION 
42588 - «2568 8-BIT DEMOS ~ 
BUSINESS MEETING 
OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS 
1:68 - 2:38 CLUB SALES 
2:88 - 4:98 ADVENTURE SIG 
ST SI6 


Meeting rooms and additional information will be posted 
on the schedules at the sain entrance, and the main © 
kiosk, which will be manned from 9AM to 4PM. 
Disk-of-the-sonth and garage sales will be in the main 
meeting roca. Vendor sales will take place in the 

basement. 


NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENTS 
Personal sale ads are free to current seabers 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 
Full page (7 1/2" H by 9° V) ......06. $35 
Half page (7 1/2" H by 4 1/4" V) ..... $25 
Quarter page (3 1/2" H by 4 1/4" V) .. $15 
# Long ters contracts are available # 
= at reduced cost. ‘ 


Ads must be camera ready. Copy aust be received PRIOR 10 
the production meeting date at left. Mail copy to 
DAL-ACE Newsletter, P.O. Box 851872, Richardson, Texas, 
73885-1872 OR contact the Advertising Manager listed at 
left. Copy received after the deadline will be run the 
following month. For contract advertisers, if no new 


‘copy is received by the deadline then the most current ad 


will be re-run. 
#### DISCLAIMER #### 


The material in this newsletter reflects the opinions of 
the authors. Opposing opinions are solicited. Unless 
otherwise stated, this material is NOT copyrighted and no 
rights are reserved. The purpose of the newsletter is to 


present information for your consideration. Neither the | 


editor nor DAL-ACE make any claims for the validity or 
usefulness of this material. The reader is the final © 
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DAL-ACE OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT ....eeeeees .» JOHN PELLET ........0. 792-3175 
VICE-PRESIDENT JIM CHANEY .....c0000. 231-4492 
V.P. COMMUNICATIONS ... SUSAN HENDERSON ...... 733-9287 
SEretihny 5 a. RALPH GREEN, JR. ..... CH3-2778 
TREASURER veeecees DON ADAMS ... , 358-2206 
LARRY DINEEN 817-668-7294 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE ....... JEFF GOLDEN 252-3268 
- MEMBER-AT-LARGE STEVEN MARKLEY ....... 231-a718 
- MEMBER-AT-LARGE MARC SALAS 255-8425 


DAL-ACE VOLUNTEERS 


NEWSLETTER EDITOR DAYE GILLEN wee 731-6958 
ADVERTIZING MANAGER ... DON ADAMS ......ceeee- 358-2286 
BULLETIN BOARD . HOWARD CHANG BBS 949-3278 
S-BIT DISK LIBRARY .... JEFF GOLDEN .......... 202-3268 
ST DISK LIBRARY LARRY DINEEN . $17-668-7296 


DAL-ACE BULLETIN BOARD #1... = 
BAL-ACE ST BULLETIN BOARD #2 ..... SEP Sree 26/- 


P. 0. BOX 851872 


RICHARDSON, TEXAS 75085-1872 


DAL-ACE 
DALlas Atari Computer Enthusiasts 


DAL-ACE is an independent, user education group 


not affiliated with the ATARI, Corporation. 
This is the official newsletter of DAL-ACE and 
is intended for the education of its members as 
well as for the dissemination of inforaation 
about Atari computer products. — 

DAL-ACE membership is $16.00 per year. This 
newsletter is written, edited, and published by 
volunteers. Its availability and/or 
distribution may, at times, be subject to 
circumstances beyond the control of club 
officers. Members will note that their renewal 
date appears on their address label. 


Gther computer user groups may obtain copies of 
this newsletter on an exchange basis. 


ALL MATERIAL IN THIS NEWSLETTER MAY BE | 


REPRINTED IN ANY FORM, PROVIDED THAT DAL-ACE 
AND THE AUTHOR, IF APPLICABLE, ARE GIVEN 
CREDIT. LIKEWISE, PORTIONS OF THIS NEWSLETTER 
ARE REPRINTED FROM OTHER NEWSLETTERS AND ARE SO 
NOTED. 3 
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